
Examiners’ Report

June 2019

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 02



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We provide a

wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes

for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or 

www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students’

exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.

Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop their

learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.

Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone progress

in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people,

wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our

commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out

more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2019

Publications Code 1PS0_02_1906_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2019

2     GCSE Psychology 1PS0 02

http://www.edexcel.com
http://www.btec.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


Introduction
This is the first assessment of the 9-1 GCSE Psychology and candidates should be commended on

their engagement with the exam paper. Candidates have worked hard throughout this paper, with

most candidates making attempts at all questions, which was very positive to see.

The examination structure provided a range of question types over the compulsory research

methods and mathematics section and five optional sections from which centres can select any two

of the five available. Many candidates demonstrated good psychological knowledge and

understanding in this examination, and centres have covered the content in sufficient depth which

has benefitted some candidates. Some candidates responded to all options available on the paper,

which would have undoubtedly limited their time available to respond well to the two chosen

options they had learned.

Strengths were seen in the understanding of research methodology and mathematical skills in

Section A. Most were able to respond to all questions, and most candidates were able to access

marks in the mathematical skills.

Application to scenario based questions was mixed, and candidates would benefit from developing

this skill for future exams. Whilst application in extended essays was generally good, the application

in shorter response questions posed some difficulties for some candidates.

Some candidates were able to meet the demands of question taxonomy, but an area for

development AO3 justification which was often not fully developed in the shorter questions.

Candidate responses to the essays were mixed, however, limitation seen in the AO3 skill of

evaluation and assessment was seen in all of the extended written answers. At times there was also

evidence that candidates struggled to include in their answers a demonstration of AO1 knowledge

and understanding. AO2 was usually good, but candidates should be careful to not simply copy

sections of the stimulus material.

The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question and specific examples

with the aim of highlighting areas of good practice and some common errors which can be used to

help prepare candidates for future 1PS0/02 examinations.
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Question 1 (b) 

This was an AO1 question requiring knowledge of what is meant by the ethical term ‘right to

withdraw’. Most candidates achieved well here, with most candidates gaining marks. Where any

errors were seen, it was usually that they had not defined the term, for example “This is when you

can withdraw from research” without actually saying what ‘withdraw’ means.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 1 (c) 

This was an AO2 question requiring candidates to apply their understanding of confidentiality to

the interviews being conducted by Matthew. Most candidates were able to give two points about

confidentiality, but where marks were lost were generic points that did not link to the scenario of

interviewing patients.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

Both ways are applied to the context of conducting the

interview with the patients.
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Question 1 (d) (i)

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to calculate a percentage

decrease. Many candidates achieved the full two marks here, demonstrating pleasing mathematical

skills. Where they struggled was often with the principle of a percentage decrease.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Candidates should show their workings as these steps may

be creditworthy.

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 02     7



Question 1 (d) (ii)

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to plot two data points on

the scatter diagram and label the y-axis. Most candidates achieved well with the data plotting

achieving two marks, and where errors were seen it was usually the label of the axis.
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This candidate achieved 3 marks.

Both data points are plotted and the axis has been given a

correct label.
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Question 2 (a) 

This was an AO1 question requiring candidates to name the independent variable based on the

study they had been given. Many were able to give the correct answer of gender of participants,

and where they did not achieve marks it was usually for giving the dependent variable indicating

they had muddled the two concepts.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

Candidates may benefit from identifying the IV and DV in

scenarios as many gave the DV for this question.
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Question 2 (b) 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to calculate the male

participants as a fraction of all participants. The more able candidates achieved well, understanding

the process and the data required to base their calculations on. The common errors were seen

where candidates calculated their answers using total males (18) and total females (30) rather than

total participants (48). Some candidates achieved one mark for the 18 and 48 step, but did not

simplify their fraction to 3/8. It would help candidates to remember to simplify in calculations such

as this.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

They had calculated 18 and 48 for the first mark, and given

the correct fraction for the second mark.
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Question 2 (c) 

This was an AO2 question that required candidates to use the data to support the conclusion they

had been given. This was answered well by many candidates, and where errors were seen they had

not developed the data sufficiently to show why ‘females are more pro-social than males’, for

example just giving one element related to females and no indication of comparability to males.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

The data has been interpreted to show 'more' females

than males here, but including numerical data in the

answer would be good practice for candidates to help

them distinguish between giving results and making

conclusions.
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Question 3 (a) 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to calculate a difference in a

set of data. Most candidates achieved well here, and where errors were seen it was often misuse of

the data table leading to incorrect calculations.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

Candidates should read question instructions carefully to

ensure they are using the correct data to make their

calculations.
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Question 3 (b) 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to give the ratio of young to

mature drivers in the investigation. Many were able to identify the number of drivers in each

category as 12 and 18 from the data table, however a number of candidates did not simplify this to

calculate a ratio. In mathematical questions such as this, answers should be given in simplified

form.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

When calculating a ratio candidates should give their

answers in lowest form.
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Question 3 (c) 

This was an AO3 question requiring candidates to explain an improvement to the investigation

conducted by Vanessa. A number of generic responses were seen here, which limited the marks of

some candidates. However, where candidates were able to offer improvements to the investigation

they usually accessed the first AO3 mark. Many were unable to access the second AO3 mark as the

justification of the improvement was either absent or underdeveloped. Some common errors were

seen where candidates gave a weakness of Vanessa’s investigation rather than an improvement to

her investigation. A number of candidates misunderstood generalisability, suggesting that more in

a sample will make the sample more representative rather than how the nature of the sample

makes it more representative. Some suggested an equal number of young and mature drivers,

despite this not being a controllable aspect of the observation that Vanessa could improve.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

The first mark for their improvement of using a more

representative sample of roads, and the second for the

justification that this will improve generalisability.
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Question 4 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to name the skew in the

histogram shown. Some candidates interpreted the histogram and gave the correct response of

'positive' here, however many muddled their answer and named negative rather than positive.

Where there were errors, candidates had given responses such as ‘bar chart’ or ‘correlation’.

Candidates should be able to both construct and interpret data charts.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 5 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to describe how to calculate

a median score. Many candidates were able to describe how to rank order numbers to find the

middle data point, and some were able to describe the process when the middle data point was

between two numbers for the second mark. There was confusion with some candidates describing

how to do this on the histogram from Q04, where this was correct they were credited, but this was

often incorrectly described. If candidates are required to interpret a data stimulus, they would be

directed to the stimulus in the question.

This candidate achieved two marks.

The first for the rank order of data to find the middle

number, and the second for the process of finding the

middle between two numbers if there is an even set of

data.
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Question 6 (a) 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to give an answer in

standard form. These were generally well answered, with many candidates achieving a mark for

their answer, whereas others were unable to use standard form correctly.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 6 (b) 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to give an estimation.

Responses were generally quite mixed, and while it was evident that some candidates were able to

estimate, a number of candidates calculated the actual rather than estimated number.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

When asked for an estimation, candidates should provide

an accurate estimation and not calculate the actual

number.
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Question 6 (c) 

This was an AO2 mathematical skills question that required candidates to calculate the number of

families from the percentage given. Many responded to this question well and were able to give the

correct answer. Where candidates did not achieve marks it was the skill of calculation that they

struggled with.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 6 (d) 

This was an AO2 question that required candidates to identify the primary and secondary data in

the investigation by Kayla. Many candidates muddled primary and secondary data or used

information such as ‘10,0003,010’ indicating a misconception that ‘data’ had to be numerical, thus

did not achieve well on this question. Those who did achieve well had been able to identify the

correct type for primary and secondary.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

Candidates confused answers here, giving numerical data

rather than research data types.
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Question 7 

This was a 12-mark extended essay that included AO1, AO2 and AO3 skills. Candidates were

required to evaluate the use of the observation method, applying their understanding to the

stimulus material given in the question and draw on strengths and weaknesses to make an

evaluation. Many candidates were able to draw from the stimulus material in their answers, this

was really pleasing to see.

Some candidates were able to give their understanding of an observation research method for AO1

here, and their understanding was generally good, although errors were seen where candidates

talked about laboratory experiments and many candidates did not provide any understanding of

the methodology required in the question. AO2 skills were generally good, with links to the stimulus

being made at various levels across candidate answers.

The AO3 evaluative skills were seen less across candidates, with not as many giving strengths and

weaknesses of this methodology. Common links were to ethical issues of covert and overt

observation and the demand characteristics of the mother being aware of the observation taking

place, but overall little else was seen in terms of evaluations.
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This candidate achieved 9 marks.

AO1 was level 3

AO2 was level 4

AO3 was level 3

Candidates should aim to give a balance between the AOs

in extended answers and provide depth and detail in their

responses.
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Question 9 

This was an AO1 knowledge question that required candidates to state the meaning of ‘community

sentencing’. Some candidates answered this question well, getting across the concept that it was a

punishment for criminal behaviour or demonstrating they knew that it was a form of reprimand for

crime. Where candidates made errors it was often through not showing that knowledge by giving

more ‘generic’ answers about helping the community that could be equally about volunteering as

they could be about criminal punishment.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

Candidates should be careful not to simply repeat the

question in short answers, they should add to their

response.

In this case the knowledge that this is opposed to a prison

sentence is where the candidate achieves the mark, but

without that point the candidate would not be able to

achieve a mark.
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Question 10 

This was an AO1 question that required the candidates to describe how the community in St

Helena may have influenced the findings of the study. Some candidates were able to access both

marks here, but often the answers given were limited as candidates did not appear to know either

the nature of the community or the findings from the study, limiting their marks.

This candidate achieves 2 marks.

They have described the nature of the community and

how this may influence the findings.
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Question 11 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question requiring candidates to explain a strength of anger

management for Sadie and justify this strength. Some candidates were able to apply their

understanding and provide a strength, often this was not justified for AO3 limiting the marks

accessible by candidates. There were a number of candidates who gave generic strengths of anger

management and did not apply this understanding to Sadie as directed by the question. Where

poor performance was seen, it was often a lack of understanding about anger management and

difficulty in accessing AO3 marks.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 12 

This was an AO1 and AO2 question that required candidates to use understanding of Eysenck

(1964) and then apply this to the behaviour of Raj. Many were able to give understanding here, but

application to Raj was often limited. A number of candidates gave their understanding and simply

repeated the same sentence with the name ‘Raj’ which is not application to why he may find it

difficult to stop getting in trouble.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 13 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question that required candidates to explain two ways that Siobhan may

have learned her behaviour and justify these ways using social learning theory. Some candidates

were able to use their understanding to apply to Siobhan here, and then justify this through social

learning theory. Most candidates gave an AO2 point for Siobhan, but the justification was limited,

with very little other than repetition of the point about Siobhan.

There were some muddled responses seen where candidates had used social psychology theory,

such as conformity, or had used operant conditioning, rather than social learning theory as

directed. There were a number of candidates who gave generic responses and did not access the

marks available on this question.
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This candidate achieved 4 marks.

Both ways have been linked to the scenario for the AO2

mark, and they have both been justified through social

learning theory to achieve the AO3 mark.

The candidate has written their response with AO3 first

and AO2 second in each paragraph.

This is an aceptable format, as is AO2 then AO3, as there is

no requirement for candidates to write their responses in

a particular way, therefore they can give their answers in

the most suitable writing style for them.
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Question 14 

This was a 9-mark extended essay that included AO1, AO2 and AO3 skills. Candidates were required

to assess how well operant conditioning could explain the behaviour of Maurice, applying their

understanding of operant conditioning to the stimulus material given in the question and drawing

on the merits or problems of using this theory to explain this behaviour. Many candidates were

able to use the scenario, which was pleasing to see, however it was not always developed. The

underpinning knowledge and understanding of operant conditioning was not as well expressed,

with many candidates not giving a broad range of this theory, some simply giving a basic statement

of reinforcement and punishment. There was evident confusion between negative reinforcement

and punishments.

The AO3 assessment skills were not seen particularly often, with very little in the way of supporting

evidence for the theory as an explanation of behaviour, few judgements about how well operant

conditioning does or does not explain the actions of Maurice or human actions overall.
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This candidate achieved 6 marks.

AO1 is level 3

AO2 is level 3

AO3 is level 1
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Question 16 

This was an AO1 knowledge question that required candidates to state the meaning of ‘self-

esteem’. Some candidates answered this question well, getting across the concept that it was the

value an individual places upon themselves. There were some errors seen in relation to confusion

with self-concept, confidence and positive regard.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 17 

This was an AO1 question that required the candidates to describe one way that personality can be

measured. Many candidates were able to give a personality measure, such as Catell’s 16PF, but not

all candidates showed knowledge that this measured using questions/ was a questionnaire/

categorised personality. Therefore some answers lacked a description of personality measures.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 18 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question requiring candidates to explain the influence of ‘safety’ on the

higher needs of Katie. Most candidates were able to give the point about safety needs not being

satisfied because of her loss of income or risk to her home, however this was not always well

justified with a link to Maslow to develop the point about how this influences higher needs. There

were a number of candidates who gave generic responses and did not access the marks available

on this question.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 19 

This was an AO1 and AO2 question that required candidates to use understanding of an

appropriate study and then apply this to the behaviour of the GCSE classes. Most were able to give

understanding of a study here, but application to the GCSE classes was often limited or a repeat of

the point from the study. A significant number of students gave ‘practical’ solutions such as ‘they

should sit the test at the same time’ or ‘use different tests’, which was not the requirement of the

question.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

The candidate was able to link the study to the scenario

well here. The AO1 understanding of the relevant study is

clear and the link to the scenario for AO2 is nicely

developed.
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Question 20 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question that required candidates to explain two reasons why Sam may

have developed a negative self-concept and use theory to justify the reasons. Some candidates

were able to use their understanding to apply to Sam here, and then justify this through a relevant

theory. Most candidates gave an AO2 point for Sam, but the justification was limited or muddled

with some confusion between core concepts here. There were a number of candidates who gave

generic responses and did not access the marks available on this question.

40     GCSE Psychology 1PS0 02



This candidate achieved 4 marks.

They have given good AO3 justification for the AO2 points

about why Sam may have developed a negative self-

concept.
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Question 21 

This was a 9-mark extended essay that included AO1, AO2 and AO3 skills. Candidates were required

to assess how well the findings of Van Houtte and Jarvis (1995) could explain the ‘pets at school’

service, applying their understanding of the study to the stimulus material given in the question

and drawing on the merits or problems of using this study to explain this scenario.

Many candidates were able to give the underpinning knowledge and understanding of the study

itself. However, less were able to apply this to the scenario with some simply giving basic

statements of ‘so it is like the school service’. The AO3 assessment skills were not seen particularly

often, with few judgements about how well the findings do or do not explain the stimulus material.
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This candidate achieved 7 marks.

AO1 was level 3

AO2 was level 2

AO3 was level 3

Candidates should aim to give a balance between the AOs

in extended answers and provide depth and detail in their

responses.
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Question 23 

This was an AO1 knowledge question that required candidates to state the meaning of ‘relative

size’. Some candidates answered this question well, getting across the concept that the perception

of the size of an object can change as it becomes further away or closer. There were some errors

seen where candidates muddled their responses, stating that small objects are always

further away.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 24 

This was an AO1 question that required the candidates to describe how expectation can affect

perception. Some candidates were able to give understanding that expectation is a pre-conceived

idea, but this was not always developed to how it can affect perception. There were a number of

candidates who referred to when your expectations are to high you may be likely to be let down,

thus not addressing expectation as it would be required in a perception question.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 25 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question requiring candidates to explain one reason that can support the

claim made by Jacob. Most candidates were able to give the point about Carly having a prior

knowledge of speed and/or distance and/or driving cars, however this was not always well justified

with many muddling the theories of Gregory and Gibson and giving a confused justification with

mixed components of each theory. There were a number of candidates who gave generic

responses and did not access the marks available on this question.

This candidate achieves 2 marks.

Candidates should apply their understanding, such as

prior knowledge of the speed of cars, to the scenario and

justify this with appropriate theory for AO3.
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Question 26 

This was an AO1 and AO2 question that required candidates to use understanding of visual

constancies to explain how Norman could state the shape of the door correctly. Most were able to

give understanding of shape constancies, but application to the scenario of Norman was often

limited or a very basic statement of ‘so he knew the shape’.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 27 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question that required candidates to explain two ways that Kia could

change her procedure from the original study by Carmichael, Hogan and Walter (1932). Some

candidates were able to use their understanding to suggest changes around modernisation of the

study, such as modern types of image. The justification was limited or muddled with some

confusion around the procedural elements of this study that were inappropriate to be changed.

There were a number of candidates, for example, suggested using images that were recognisable

such as a company logo, as these would no longer be ambiguous figures to test language on

perception the change is not appropriate. Generic responses that stated the procedure of the study

without links to what Kia could change were not able to access marks.
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This candidate achieved 3 marks.

The first way achieves both the AO2 and the AO3 mark.

The second way achieves the AO2 mark, however there is

no justification for the change to the mode of presenting

the images.
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Question 28 

This was a 9-mark extended essay that included AO1, AO2, AO3 skills. Candidates were required to

assess how well the findings of Haber and Levin (2001) could explain Zara’s result in the scenario,

applying their understanding of the study to the stimulus material given in the question and

drawing on the merits or problems of using this study to explain this scenario.

Many candidates were able to give the underpinning knowledge and understanding of the study

itself. Some were able to apply this to the scenario, but often with simplistic giving statements. The

AO3 assessment skills were not seen particularly often, with few judgements about how well the

findings do or do not explain the stimulus material.
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This candidate achieved 8 marks.

AO1 is level 3

AO2 is level 3

AO3 is level 3

Candidates should aim to give a balanced response over

all AOs in extended essay questions.
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Question 30 

This was an AO1 knowledge question that required candidates to state the meaning of ‘ultradian

rhythm’. Some candidates answered this question well, getting across the concept that it was a

cycle of less than 24 hours. There were some errors seem in relation to the clarity of the cycle, with

some candidates stating it was over 24 hours, over a week or a monthly cycle.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.
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Question 31 

This was an AO1 question that required the candidates to describe how dreamwork is used to

uncover latent content. Many candidates were able to give some relevant content about uncovering

hidden meaning in a dream, but not all candidates showed knowledge that this was a process of

analysis to find real meanings.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 32 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question requiring candidates to explain one strength of the study by

Simon. Most candidates were able to give a strength of the study he had conducted although

application was poor at times, however this strength was not always well justified with simplistic

statements of ‘so it is valid’ without development. There were a number of candidates who gave

generic responses and did not access the marks available on this question.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 33 

This was an AO1 and AO2 that required candidates to use understanding of an appropriate sleep

disorder and then apply this to why Karl is feeling tired during the day. Most were able to give

understanding of insomnia here, but application to Simon was poor, with a number of responses

copying word by word information from the scenario.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

Candidates should give their AO1 clearly, for example here

that insomnia is difficulty falling asleep, then make the link

to their AO2 by developing the point, such as causing Karl

to feel tired due to his lack of sleep.
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Question 34 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question that required candidates to explain two reasons why David’s

suggestions would help Nick with his sleep and use zeitgebers to justify the reasons. Most

candidates were able to use their understanding to apply to how the dark curtains or daylight lamp

could help Nick wake up or sleep, but the justification was often limited with only a basic

understanding of what zeitgebers do/are being shown. There were a number of candidates who

gave generic responses and did not access the marks available on this question.
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This candidate scored 4 marks.

Both reasons include the AO2 link to the scenario, and are

justified for the AO3 marks with reference to zeitgebers.
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Question 35 

This was a 9-mark extended essay that included AO1, AO2 and AO3 skills. Candidates were required

to assess how well the case study of Little Hans could help Sean with his client, applying their

understanding of the case study to the stimulus material given in the question and drawing on the

merits or problems of using this study to explain this scenario.

Few candidates were able to give underpinning knowledge and understanding of the study itself.

However, more were able to apply some elements of this to the scenario with links being made

between the boy’s dream of bats and Little Hans’ dreams. The AO3 assessment skills were not seen

particularly often, with few judgements being made.
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This candidate achieved 8 marks.

AO1 is level 3

AO2 is level 3

AO3 is level 3
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Question 37 

This was an AO1 knowledge question that required candidates to state the meaning of ‘gestures’.

Some candidates answered this question well, getting across the concept that it was a form of

communication using physical movement. There were some errors seen in relation to confusion

with facial expression, and further confusion with gestures being ‘something nice that is done for

other people’.

This candidate achieved 1 mark.

GCSE Psychology 1PS0 02     65



Question 38 

This was an AO1 question that required the candidates to describe one feature of communication

used by humans but not naturally by animals. Some candidates were able to respond well here,

with concepts such as using language to convey emotion or meaning. Many responses were not

able to access marks here, with a large number of candidates giving one word responses such as

‘email’ or ‘texting’.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 39 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question requiring candidates to explain Monica’s stage of language

development using Vygotsky (1981). Some candidates were able to suggest the appropriate stage of

language development using the scenario information, such as how she babbles, however this was

not always justified with a link to Vygotsky to develop the point. There were a number of candidates

who gave generic responses that simply defined a language stage and did not access the marks

available on this question.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.
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Question 40 

This was an AO1 and AO2 question that required candidates to use understanding of an

appropriate study and then apply this to Kenji. There were a number of candidates who were able

to give understanding from Yuki et al. (2007) and demonstrated that they knew this study well.

Where this was the case, they were then showing good application to Kenji. Where marks were

unavailable to candidates it was often due to a lack of understanding of the study.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

68     GCSE Psychology 1PS0 02



Question 41 

This was an AO2 and AO3 question that required candidates to explain two strengths of using

Piaget (1950) to account for the language skills of Olly and justify the strengths. A few candidates

were able to use their understanding to apply to Olly here, but this was not always the case. The

justification was very limited. There were a number of candidates who gave generic responses and

did not access the marks available on this question.

This candidate achieved 2 marks.

Both points have been applied to the scenario and achieve

the AO2 marks.

Neither point has been justified, therefore no AO3 marks

have been awarded.
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Question 42 

This was a 9-mark extended essay that included AO1, AO2 and AO3 skills. Candidates were required

to assess how well linguistic relativism could explain Danica’s experiences in the village, applying

their understanding of the theory to the stimulus material given in the question and drawing on the

merits or problems of using this theory to explain this scenario.

Very few candidates were able to give the underpinning knowledge and understanding of the study

itself. However, more were able to talk about the scenario although this was not always in relation

to language, but often in relation to being isolated and ‘behind the western world’. The AO3

assessment skills were not seen particularly often, with few judgements about how well the theory

does or does not explain the stimulus material.
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This candidate achieved 3 marks.

AO1 is level 1

AO2 is level 2

AO3 is level 1
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Paper Summary
Based on performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Candidates should practise their skills of justification for AO3 marks in the shorter questions in

order to give more developed responses that expand on their initial point and develop their

response to achieve a clear justification for what they are saying in their answers.

Application to the stimulus material should be more than just using a ‘name’, and does require

candidates to utilise what they know to address the question, rather than copying chunks from

the question paper as their response.

Across all essay responses, very little was seen for AO3 skills. For 12-mark methodology

questions, candidates should be giving the strengths and weaknesses of the method and making

links to whether they are strengths or weaknesses for the stimulus given to achieve the higher

level band marks. In 9-mark assess questions, candidates should be making judgements about

the relative merits or problems in using the study or theory given in the question and in relation

to the stimulus presented to achieve the higher level mark bands.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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